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(57) ABSTRACT

The present disclosure includes: a communication module;
a memory that stores a secret key encryption and restoration
program; and a processor that executes the program, wherein
when a request for restoration of a secret key is received
from a user, the processor restores the secret key of which
restoration is requested on the basis of restoration informa-
tion received from each of a key management server and one
or more trusted devices according to execution of the
program, the secret key of the user is generated and
encrypted by the processor in response to the request from
the user, and the restoration information is generated corre-
sponding to the secret key and then transmitted to each of the
key management server and the one or more trusted devices
through the communication module.
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DEVICE, SERVER AND METHOD FOR
PROVIDING SECRET KEY ENCRYPTION
AND RESTORATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit under 35 USC 119(a)
of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2015-0059763 filed on
Apr. 28, 2015 and No. 10-2015-0087580 filed on Jun. 19,
2015, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the entire
disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference for

all purposes.
TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a device, a server, and a
method for providing secret key encryption and restoration.

BACKGROUND

A general public key cryptosystem uses an encryption
protocol using a pair of a public key and a secret key of a
user. Herein, the public key is public, but the secret key
corresponding to the public key is not shared with anyone
but the user. In the public key cryptosystem, the secret key
generated by the user is encrypted using a password of the
user and then safely stored in a user device. Further, when
the user uses the public key encryption protocol, the
encrypted secret key is decrypted using the password of the
user. After use, the secrete key is encrypted again using the
password and stored.

The general public key cryptosystem is configured to
store a copy of the user’s secret key in a key management
server in case the secret key is corrupted or lost. For
example, when the user generates a secret key, the user may
access the key management server through the user device
and register the secret key or encrypted secret key. Further,
when the secret key is corrupted or lost, the user may access
the key management server through the user device and
receive and restore the registered secret key or encrypted
secret key.

In the general public key cryptosystem, if the key man-
agement server keeps a secret key of the user, there is a high
possibility that mass leak of multiple user secret keys
managed in the key management server may occur due to an
external attack such as hacking. If the user’s secret key in the
key management server is leaked in a payment service and
a financial service, payment information, financial informa-
tion, and personal information of the use may be further
leaked.

Further, if the user encrypts the secret key with the user’s
password and stores the encrypted secret key in the key
management server, when the user forgets the password, the
user needs to reset a new password.

The user’s secret key is stored in the key management
server as being encrypted with the user’s existing password.
Therefore, if the user resets a password, the user needs to use
the reset password. Thus, the user cannot decrypt the
encrypted secret key stored in the key management server.
Accordingly, in the general public key cryptosystem, if the
user forgets the password, the user needs to discard the
encrypted secret key stored in the key management server
and encrypt a secrete key again on the basis of the reset
password.

As a conventional technology relating to a public key
cryptosystem, U.S. Pat. No. 8,995,660 (entitled “Crypto-
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graphic system, cryptographic communication method,
encryption apparatus, key generation apparatus, decryption
apparatus, content server, program, and storage medium™)
provides a cryptographic communication technology that is
based on functional encryption and that can operate flexibly.
To be specific, this technology extracts attribute information
and logic information from user’s input information on the
basis of a pair of attribute conversion rule information and
logical expression conversion rule information and uses the
extracted information for encryption.

Further, Korean Patent Laid-open Publication No.
10-2013-0096575 (entitled “Apparatus and method for dis-
tributing group key based on public key”) discloses a
method for distributing a group key in a group key man-
agement server in response to a request from a new user to
join a group. To be specific, this method includes: receiving
a message, which is encrypted with a user public key and a
user secret key and requests joining a specific group, from
a new user device; authenticating the new user device by
decrypting the message; and transmitting a group key being
used in the group to the new user device.

SUMMARY

The present exemplary embodiment of the present dis-
closure provides a device, a server, and a method for
encryption of a secret key of a user and restoration of the
secret key and a password of the user.

However, problems to be solved by the present disclosure
are not limited to the above-described problems. There may
be other problems to be solved by the present disclosure.

As a technical means for solving the above-described
problem, in accordance with a first exemplary embodiment,
there is provided a secret key encryption and restoration
device. The secret key encryption and restoration device
includes a communication module; a memory that stores a
secret key encryption and restoration program; and a pro-
cessor that executes the program. Wherein when a request
for restoration of a secret key is received from a user, the
processor restores the secret key of which restoration is
requested on the basis of restoration information received
from each of a key management server and one or more
trusted devices according to execution of the program, the
secret key of the user is generated and encrypted by the
processor in response to the request from the user, and the
restoration information is generated corresponding to the
secret key and then transmitted to each of the key manage-
ment server and the one or more trusted devices through the
communication module.

Further, in accordance with a second exemplary embodi-
ment, there is provided a secret key encryption and resto-
ration method in a device. The method includes receiving,
by the device, each restoration information from a key
management server and one or more trusted devices in
response to a request for restoration of a secret key of a user;
and performing, by the device, restoration of the secret key
of which restoration is requested on the basis of the received
restoration information. Wherein the secret key is generated
by the device and then encrypted, and the restoration infor-
mation is generated corresponding to the secret key and then
transmitted to the key management server and the one or
more trusted devices.

Further, in accordance with a third exemplary embodi-
ment, there is provided a key management server that
provides secret key encryption and restoration. The key
management server includes a communication module; a
storage module; a memory that stores a secret key encryp-
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tion and restoration program; and a processor that executes
the program. Wherein the processor receives a local key and
restoration information from a device and stores them in the
storage module according to execution of the program, and
the processor transmits any one or more of the local key and
the restoration information stored in the storage module to
the device in response to a request from the device.

In accordance with any one of the aspects of the present
disclosure, a user’s secret key is not stored in a central server
such as a key management server. Thus, it is possible to
suppress a leakage of the user’s secret key caused by an
external attack such as hacking. Further, according to the
present disclosure, if the user loses the secret key, the secret
key can be restored safely on the basis of restoration
information distributed and stored in a trusted device.

Further, in accordance with the present disclosure, even if
the user forgets a password, the existing secret key can be
stored safely. Therefore, the user does not need to be issued
a new secret key. Furthermore, according to the present
disclosure, when the user forgets the password, the risk of
losing the secret key can be reduced. Therefore, according to
the present disclosure, it is possible to conveniently reset a
password, and even if the user forgets the password, it is
possible to protect the user against a leakage of important
information such as payment information, financial infor-
mation, and personal information.

The foregoing summary is illustrative only and is not
intended to be in any way limiting. In addition to the
illustrative aspects, embodiments, and features described
above, further aspects, embodiments, and features will
become apparent by reference to the drawings and the
following detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the detailed description that follows, embodiments are
described as illustrations only since various changes and
modifications will become apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following detailed description. The use of the same
reference numbers in different figures indicates similar or
identical items.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating secret key encryp-
tion of the device depend on a conventional public key
encryption protocol.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a user secret key
restoration process of the device depend on the conventional
public key encryption protocol.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the device config-
ured to provide encryption and restoration of secret key in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a secret key encryp-
tion process of the device in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a secret key resto-
ration process of the device in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram provided to explain a password
regeneration process of the device 300 in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a secret key generation method in
the device 300 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a secret key decryption method in
the device 300 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.
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FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a secret key restoration method in
the device 300 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a password restoration method
in the device 300 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a key management server
configured to provide secret key encryption and restoration
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present disclosure will
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings so that the present disclosure may be readily
implemented by those skilled in the art. However, it is to be
noted that the present disclosure is not limited to the
embodiments but can be embodied in various other ways. In
drawings, parts irrelevant to the description are omitted for
the simplicity of explanation, and like reference numerals
denote like parts through the whole document.

Through the whole document, the term “connected to” or
“coupled to” that is used to designate a connection or
coupling of one element to another element includes both a
case that an element is “directly connected or coupled to”
another element and a case that an element is “electronically
connected or coupled to” another element via still another
element. Further, the term “comprises or includes” and/or
“comprising or including” used in the document means that
one or more other components, steps, operation and/or
existence or addition of elements are not excluded in addi-
tion to the described components, steps, operation and/or
elements unless context dictates otherwise.

Hereinafter, a conventional process for secret key encryp-
tion and restoration in a device 110 will be described with
reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating secret key encryp-
tion of the device 110 depend on a conventional public key
encryption protocol.

In order to use a public key encryption protocol in the
conventional process for encryption and restoration of a
secret key, a user 100 may make a request for generation of
a user secret key and a user public key to the device 110
(S100). When the device 110 receives the request for gen-
eration of a user secret key and a user public key from the
user 100, the device 110 generates the user public key and
the user secret key.

Then, the device 110 receives a password from the user
100 for encryption of the user secret key (S110). The device
110 encrypts the user secret key on the basis of the password
received from the user 100. Herein, the device 110 may store
and keep the encrypted secret key in a storage module.
Further, the device 110 copies the encrypted user secret key
and transmits the copied user secret key to a key manage-
ment server 120 to be kept therein for restoration of the user
secret key (5120).

If the user 100 makes a request for decryption of the user
secret key and transmits the password, the device 110
decrypts the encrypted user secret key stored in the device
110 using the password received from the user 100.

As such, in the conventional public key encryption pro-
tocol, the key management server 120 may keep the
encrypted user secret key received from the user. Further, if
the user 100 corrupts or loses the user secret key, the device
110 receives the encrypted user secret key from the key
management server 120 and restores the lost or corrupted
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user secret key. A restoration process of a user secret key
encrypted by conventional secret key encryption will be
described with reference to FIG. 2.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a user secret key
restoration process of the device 110 depend on the conven-
tional public key encryption protocol.

If the user secret key is lost or corrupted, the device 110
restores the lost or corrupted user secret key through the key
management server 120. To be specific, the device 110
receives the password from the user 100 in response to a
request for restoration of the user secret key from the user
100 (S200). Then, the device 110 transmits the password
received from the user 100 to the key management server
120 (S210).

The key management server 120 that receives the pass-
word may transmit the user secret key corresponding to the
password to the device 110 (S220). Herein, the key man-
agement server 120 may decrypt the encrypted user secret
key and then transmit the decrypted user secret key to the
device 110, or may transmit the encrypted user secret key to
the device 110. As such, in the conventional public key
encryption protocol, the device 110 may store a copy of the
generated user secret key in the key management server 120
and use the copy for restoration.

The key management server 120 may encrypt the copy of
the user secret key using the password of the user 100 and
then store the copy therein in order to suppress a leakage of
previously stored copies of user secret keys caused by
hacking or the like. Otherwise, the key management server
120 may encrypt multiple user secret keys using one mater
key and store the encrypted user secret keys therein. How-
ever, if a copy of a user secret key is stored and managed in
the key management server 120 as such, there is a high risk
of a leakage caused by an external attack such as hacking.

Since the device 110 and the key management server 120
do not store the password, if the user 100 forgets the
password, the user 100 cannot restore the forgotten pass-
word. Therefore, if the user 100 forgets the password, the
device 110 cannot decrypt nor restore the encrypted user
secret key. Accordingly, if the user 100 forgets the password,
the user 100 needs to generate a new password and a new
user secrete key.

Hereinafter, a device 300 configured to provide secret key
encryption and restoration in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure will be described with
reference to FIG. 3 to FIG. 7.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the device 300
configured to provide encryption and restoration of secret
key in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure.

The device 300 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure provides encryption and
decryption of a user secret key. Further, the device 300
provides a method for safe restoration when a user secret key
and a user password are corrupted or lost. Herein, the device
300 includes a memory 301, a communication module 302,
an input module 303, a storage module 304, and a processor
305.

The memory 301 is configured to store a secret key
encryption and restoration program. Herein, the memory
301 is the collective name for non-volatile storage devices
that can keep information stored therein even when power is
not supplied.

The communication module 302 performs communica-
tion with a key management server 320 and one or more
trusted devices 330. Herein, the communication module 302
may be a network module that provides wired or wireless
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network communication and a computing bus module such
as IDE (integrated drive electronics), PCI (peripheral com-
ponent interconnect) BUS, PATA (parallel ATA), SATA
(serial ATA), and USB (universal serial bus).

The input module 303 is configured to receive a user
password or the like from a user 310. Herein, the input
module 303 may be an input device such as a keyboard, a
mouse, a joystick, and a touch pad. Further, the input module
303 may be a resistive or capacitive touch screen panel, and
may be implemented as being integrated with a display
module (not illustrated) included in the device 300.

The storage module 304 is configured to store an
encrypted user secret key and an encrypted user local key.
Herein, the storage module 304 may be provided as a storage
device, such as a solid state driver and a hard disk driver,
within the device 300. Otherwise, the storage module 304
may be a storage device or storage module server connected
through the communication module 302.

The processor 305 is configured to generate a user secret
key depend on execution of a program stored in the storage
module 304. Further, the processor 305 may generate a user
public key corresponding to the user secret key and a user
local key for encryption of the user secret key. The processor
305 may manage the generated user secret key and the
generated user public key in pairs, and disclose the gener-
ated user public key. Further, the processor 305 may encrypt
the generated user secret key.

The user secret key encryption process will be described
in detail with reference to FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a secret key encryp-
tion process of the device 300 in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

If a user secret key generation request (S400) is received
from the user 310, the processor 305 may generate a user
secret key, a user public key corresponding to the user secret
key, and a user local key.

The processor 305 may generate a password and share the
password with the user 310. In this case, the password may
be input by the user 310 through the input module 303.
Otherwise, the password may be generated by the processor
305 and then transmitted to the user 310. Herein, the
processor 305 does not store the password shared with the
user 310 in the storage module 304.

The processor 305 may encrypt the generated user secret
key. Herein, the processor 305 may perform a two-step
encryption process to the user secret key on the basis of the
user local key and the password. For example, the processor
305 may primarily encrypt the user secret key on the basis
of the user local key. Then, the processor 305 may second-
arily encrypt the primarily encrypted user secret key using
the password. If the user secret key is encrypted, the
processor 305 may store the encrypted user secrete key in
the storage module 304.

Further, the processor 305 may encrypt the generated
local key using a key management server public key dis-
closed by the key management server 320 and generate a
public key encryption local key. Herein, the public key
encryption local key may be used for restoration of the
password when the user 310 forgets the password. There-
fore, the processor 305 may transmit the public key encryp-
tion local key to the key management server 320 for resto-
ration of the password (S410). Then, the key management
server 320 may store the received public key encryption
local key for restoration of the password in a storage module
of the key management server 320.

The processor 305 may encrypt the user local key again
using the password and generate a password encryption
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local key. Herein, the password encryption local key may be
used for decryption of the encrypted user secret key. After
generating the password encryption local key, the processor
305 may store the generated password encryption local key
in the storage module 304.

The processor 305 generates restoration information cor-
responding to the encrypted user secret key for restoration of
the user secret key. Herein, the restoration information may
include one or more restoration coordinate information and
one or more parameters generated on the basis of the
encrypted user secret key.

For example, the restoration information may be gener-
ated on the basis of a Shamir secret sharing scheme. The
processor 305 may generate one or more restoration coor-
dinate information including information about the
encrypted user secret key depend on the Shamir secret
sharing scheme. Further, the processor 305 may distribute
and store the generated one or more restoration coordinate
information in the one or more trusted devices 330 through
the communication module 302. The processor 305 may
restore the user secret key on the basis of the restoration
coordinate information stored in the trusted devices 330
when the user 310 loses the user secret key or when the user
secret key is corrupted.

Herein, the trusted devices 330 may include any one or
more of user devices trusted and previously selected by the
user 310 and trusted devices 330 included in a trusted device
group selected by the key management server 320 and
transmitted to the processor 305 through the communication
module 302. Herein, the trusted device group may include
one or more trusted devices 330 previously selected by the
user 310 offline or online. Further, the trusted device group
may include trusted devices 330 selected by the key man-
agement server 320 or devices selected as trusted devices
330 by multiple users.

The trusted device group may include the key manage-
ment server 320. That is, the processor 305 may select the
key management server 320 as the trusted device 330 and
transmit the restoration coordinate information to the key
management server 320. Further, the trusted device group
300 may include another device being used by the user 310.

A restoration information generation process will be
described in detail. Firstly, the processor 305 may select
restoration parameters p, n, and k for a user secret key K.
Herein, p is a prime number used in a restoration coordinate
generation process, and may be higher than the number of
user secret keys and the number of the trusted devices 330.
Further, n is the number of coordinates for restoration, and
k is the number of the trusted devices 330. Herein, k may be
equal to lower than n.

The processor 305 may select the restoration parameters
and generate a secret key restoration polynomial as
expressed by Equation 1. Then, the processor 305 may select
a, having the same value as the user secret key K and
supplement i to the restoration parameters.

fx)=agrax+ . . . +ay_ Kt [Equation 1]

where K E{ay, a', ..., a,_,}

The processor 305 may select coordinates (X, f(x)) for n
number of times of restoration on the basis of Equation 1.
Then, the processor 305 may select k number of restoration
coordinate information among n number of coordinates.
Then, the processor 305 may substitute f(x) with fi(x).
Herein, f'(x) can be derived as shown in Equation 2.

S x)=/x)(mod p) [Equation 2]
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The processor 305 may add m as the quotient in the
remaining operation of Equation 2 to each of coordinates
and generate k number of restoration coordinate information
as shown in Equation 3. That is, the restoration information
may include the k number of restoration coordinate infor-
mation as shown in Equation 3 and the restoration param-
eters p, n, k, and 1.

(®ooT (Ro)mo), (X I (X p)omy, - o s (R (K1) M 1) [Equation 3]

The processor 305 may distribute and transmit the resto-
ration coordinate information included in the generated
restoration information to the one or more trusted devices
330 through the communication module 302. Herein, the
number of the trusted devices 330 to which the restoration
coordinate information is transmitted may be higher than the
minimum number of restoration coordinate information
required for restoration. Further, if necessary, the processor
305 may transmit the same coordinate information to the one
or more trusted devices 330.

Referring to FIG. 4, if the minimum number of restoration
coordinate information required for restoration is 2 (two),
the processor 305 may transmit the restoration coordinate
information to each of two trusted devices, i.e., a second
trusted device 410 and a third trusted device 420, in the
trusted device group 400 to 420 (S420 and S430).

If the second trusted device 410 of the two trusted devices
410 and 420 which receive the two restoration coordinate
information has a problem and cannot perform communi-
cation, or if the restoration coordinate information stored in
the second trusted device 410 is lost, the processor 305 may
store the restoration coordinate information stored in the
second trusted device 410 in another trusted device. Firstly,
the processor 305 may select a first trusted device 400
among other trusted devices which are included in the
trusted device group 400 to 420 and do not receive the
restoration coordinate information. Then, the processor 305
may transmit first restoration coordinate information stored
in the second trusted device 410 to the selected first trusted
device 400 (S440). Therefore, the processor 305 can main-
tain trusted devices in the number required for restoration of
a user secret key to keep restoration coordinate information.

Further, the processor 305 may transmit the restoration
parameters to the key management server 320 through the
communication module 302 (S450). The processor 305 may
transmit the restoration parameters and then erase unen-
crypted user secret key and user local key.

As such, the processor 305 may store the encrypted user
secret key and the password encryption local key in the
storage module 304 and disclose the generated user public
key through the secret key encryption process. Further, the
key management server 320 may store the public key
encryption local key corresponding to the user 310 and the
restoration parameters in the storage module of the key
management server 310. The trusted devices 330 may store
the restoration coordinate information received from the
device 300.

If the user 310 makes a request for decryption of the
encrypted user secret key in order to use a public key
encryption protocol, the processor 305 may decrypt the
encrypted user secret key on the basis of the password.

To be specific, the processor 305 may decrypt the
encrypted user local key being stored in the storage module
304 using the password input by the user through the input
module 303 after making the request for decryption of the
user secret key. Then, the processor 305 may decrypt the
encrypted user secret key being stored in the storage module
304 on the basis of the decrypted user local key.
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Meanwhile, if the user makes a request for restoration of
the user secret key when the secret key is corrupted or lost,
the processor 305 restores the user secret key on the basis of
the restoration information transmitted to the key manage-
ment server 320 and the trusted devices 330. A secret key
restoration process will be described in detail with reference
to FIG. 5.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a secret key resto-
ration process of the device 300 in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

If the user 310 makes a request for restoration of the user
secret key (S500), the processor 305 may recover the
restoration parameters and the public key encryption local
key corresponding to the user 310 from the key management
server 320 (S530). Then, the processor 305 may recover the
first restoration coordinate information and second restora-
tion coordinate information transmitted to each of the first
trusted device 400 and the third trusted device 420 (8510
and S520).

The processor 305 restores the user secret key on the basis
of the recovered restoration coordinate information and
restoration parameters. Firstly, the processor 305 may sub-
stitute the restoration coordinate information with coordi-
nates prior to performing the remaining operation, and
restore the secret key restoration polynomial as expressed by
Equation 1. For example, the processor 305 may restore the
secret key restoration polynomial using Lagrange basis
polynomial and Lagrange interpolation polynomial. Further,
the processor 305 may restore the user secret key on the
basis of the restoration parameters and the restored secret
key restoration polynomial. After restoring the user secret
key, the processor 305 may decrypt the encrypted user local
key using the password and generate an encrypted user
secret key again on the basis of the decrypted user local key.

Herein, if the user secret key and the user local key are
corrupted or lost, the processor 305 may generate a new user
local key and encrypt the new user local key using the key
management server public key. The processor 305 may
transmit the new user local key encrypted on the basis of the
key management server public key to the key management
server 320 and substitute the previously stored public key
encryption local key corresponding to the user with the new
user local key. Then, the processor 305 may encrypt the new
user local key using the password and store the new user
local key in the storage module 304. Further, the processor
305 may encrypt the restored user secret key again on the
basis of the new user local key and generate an encrypted
user secret key.

If the user corrupts or loses only the user local key, the
processor 305 may store the user local key in the same
manner as the case where the user secret key and the user
local key are corrupted or lost.

If the user 310 makes a request for resetting of a pass-
word, the processor 305 may regenerate the password on the
basis of the public key encryption local key previously
stored in the key management server 320. A password
regeneration process will be described in detail with refer-
ence to FIG. 6.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram provided to explain a password
regeneration process of the device 300 in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

If a request for restoration of the password is received
from the user 310 (S600), the processor 305 may make a
request for authentication of the user 310 to the key man-
agement server 320. Herein, the authentication of the user
310 may include authentication using SMS, e-mail, and ARS
previously set in the key management server 320 by the user
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310, authentication using an OTP (one time password)
token, and authentication through a certified authentication
center.

The key management server 320 in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure may per-
form authentication of the user 310 by multiple methods of
the above-described authentication methods.

If the user 310 is authenticated, the key management
server 320 may decrypt the public key encryption local key
corresponding to the user 310 on the basis of the key
management server public key. The key management server
320 may generate a temporary key for single use and
transmit the generated temporary key to the user 310 (S610).
Herein, the key management server 320 may transmit the
temporary key to the user 310 using SMS and e-mail
previously set by the user 310.

Further, the key management server 320 may encrypt the
decrypted user local key on the basis of the temporary key
and generate a temporary key encryption local key. The key
management server 320 may transmit the generated tempo-
rary key encryption local key to the processor 305 (5620).

The processor 305 may receive the temporary key encryp-
tion local key transmitted from the key management server
320 through the communication module 302. Further, if the
user 310 inputs the temporary key through the input module
303, the processor 305 may decrypt the temporary key
encryption local key transmitted from the key management
server 320 on the basis of the input temporary key and
generate a user local key. Then, the processor 305 may
decrypt the encrypted user secret key on the basis of the user
local key.

After decrypting the encrypted user secret key, the pro-
cessor 305 may generate a new user local key. Further, the
processor 305 may generate a new password. Furthermore,
the processor 305 may generate a new user local key using
the new password and then store the new user local key in
the storage module 304.

Further, the processor 305 may encrypt the decrypted user
secret key again using the new user local key. The processor
305 may encrypt the new user local key using the key
management server public key and generate a new public
key encryption local key and then transmit the new public
key encryption local key to the key management server 320.
The key management server 320 may substitute the previ-
ously stored public key encryption local key corresponding
to the user 310 with the new public key encryption local key
and then store the new public key encryption local key in the
storage module.

Hereinafter, a secret key encryption and restoration
method in the device 300 in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure will be described with
reference to FIG. 7 to FIG. 10.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a secret key generation method in
the device 300 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

If a request for generation of a secret key is received from
the user 310 (S700), the device 300 generates a user secret
key, a user local key, and a password (S710). Then, the
device 300 may generate and disclose a user public key
corresponding to the user secret key and. Herein, the pass-
word may be input by the user 310, or may be generated in
the device 300 and then transmitted to the user 310.

The device 300 may encrypt the user secret key and the
user local key (S720). To be specific, the device 300 may
encrypt the user local key on the basis of a key management
server public key disclosed by the key management server
320 and generate a public key encryption local key. Then,
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the device 300 may transmit the generated public key
encryption local key to the key management server 320
(S8730). Further, the device 300 may encrypt the user secret
key on the basis of the user local key and the password and
then store the encrypted user secret key.

After encrypting the user secret key, the device 300 may
generate restoration information for restoration of the user
secret key (S740). Herein, the restoration information may
include the restoration coordinate information and restora-
tion parameters described above with reference to FIG. 4.

After generating the restoration information, the device
300 may transmit the restoration information to the key
management server 320 and the one or more trusted devices
330 (S750). Herein, the device 300 may transmit the resto-
ration parameters to the key management server 320 and
transmit the restoration coordinate information to each of the
one or more trusted devices 330.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a secret key decryption method in
the device 300 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

After the user secret key is encrypted, if a request for
decryption of the secret key of the user 310 and the password
re received (S800), the device 300 may decrypt the
encrypted user local key on the basis of the password
(S810). Then, the device 300 may decrypt the encrypted user
secret key using the decrypted user local key (S820)

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a secret key restoration method in
the device 300 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

If a request for restoration of the secret key is received
from the user 310, the device 300 may receive the restora-
tion information from the key management server 320 and
one or more trusted devices 330 (S910). Herein, the device
300 may receive the restoration parameters from the key
management server 320 and receive the restoration coordi-
nate information from the one or more trusted devices 330.

Then, the device 300 may restore the user secret key on
the basis of the restoration parameters received from the key
management server 320 and the restoration coordinate infor-
mation received from the one or more trusted devices 330
(8920). Herein, if only the user secret key is corrupted or
lost, the device 300 may receive the password from the user
310 (S940), and generate an encrypted user secret key on the
basis of the received password and the previously stored
user local key (S950).

If the user secret key and the user local key are corrupted
or lost and need to be restored (S930), the device 300 may
generate a new user local key (8960) and encrypt the new
user local key and user secret key. Herein, the device 300
may encrypt the new user local key using the public key of
the key management server 320 and generate a new public
key encryption local key (S970). Then, the device 300 may
transmit the public key encryption local key to the key
management server 320 and substitute the previously stored
public key encryption local key corresponding to the user
310 with the new public key encryption local key.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a password restoration method
in the device 300 in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

If the user 310 makes a request for resetting of a password
(S81000), the device 300 may transmit the request for reset-
ting of the password to the key management server 320 and
make a request for authentication of the user 310 (S1010).
Herein, the authentication of the user 310 may be performed
as described above with reference to FIG. 6.

In response to the request for authentication from the
device 300, the key management server 320 may perform
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authentication of the user 310. If the user 310 is authenti-
cated, the key management server 320 may decrypt the
public key encryption local key corresponding to the user
310 on the basis of the key management server public key.
Further, the key management server 320 may transmit a
temporary key to the user 310. Furthermore, the key man-
agement server 320 may encrypt the decrypted local key on
the basis of the temporary key and generate a temporary key
encryption local key and then transmit the generated tem-
porary key encryption local key to the device 300.

The device 300 may receive the temporary key encryption
local key from the key management server 320 (S1020). The
device 300 may decrypt the user local key on the basis of the
received temporary key encryption local key and a tempo-
rary key input by the user 310. Further, the device 300 may
decrypt the encrypted user secret key on the basis of the
decrypted user local key (S1030). Then, the device 300 may
reset an encrypted user secret key and a password on the
basis of the decrypted user local key and the decrypted user
secret key.

Hereinafter, a key management server configured to pro-
vide secret key encryption and restoration in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure
will be described with reference to FIG. 11.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a key management server
configured to provide secret key encryption and restoration
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure.

The key management server 320 configured to provide
secret key encryption and restoration in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure provides
encryption and restoration of a secret key of a user in a
device. Herein, the key management server 320 includes a
communication module 1100, a storage module 1110, a
memory 1120, and a processor 1130.

The communication module 1100 performs communica-
tion with the user 310 and the device 300. Herein, the
communication module 1100 may be a network module that
provides wired or wireless network communication and a
computing bus module such as IDE (integrated drive elec-
tronics), PCI (peripheral component interconnect) BUS,
PATA (parallel ATA), SATA (serial ATA), and USB (univer-
sal serial bus.

The storage module 1110 is configured to store a user
secret key encrypted on the basis of a public key and
restoration information. Herein, the storage module 1110
may be provided as a storage device, such as a solid state
driver and a hard disk driver, within the device 300. Oth-
erwise, the storage module 1110 may be a storage device or
storage module server connected through the communica-
tion module 1100.

The memory 1120 is configured to store a secret key
encryption and restoration program. Herein, the memory
1120 is the collective name for non-volatile storage devices
that can keep information stored therein even when power is
not supplied.

The processor 1130 generates a key management server
secret key and a key management server public key corre-
sponding to the key management server secret key depend
on execution of a program. Further, the processor 1130 may
disclose the generated key management server public key.

Furthermore, the processor 1130 receives a local key and
restoration information from the device 300 and stores them
in the storage module 1110. To be specific, the device 300
may encrypt a user local key generated in the device 300 on
the basis of the key management server public key and
generate a public key encryption local key, and then transmit
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the generated public key encryption local key to the pro-
cessor 130. The processor 1130 may store the public key
encryption local key received from the device 300 through
the communication module 1100 in the storage module
1110.

Further, the device 300 may generate restoration infor-
mation for restoration of the user secret key and transmit the
generated restoration information to the processor 1130. The
processor 1130 may receive the restoration information for
restoration of the user secret key from the device 300 and
store the restoration information in the storage module 1110.
Herein, the restoration information may be restoration
parameters generated by the device 300. The device 300
may generate restoration coordinate information and resto-
ration parameters on the basis of the user secret key. Further,
the device 300 may transmit the generated restoration coor-
dinate information to one or more trusted devices 330 and
transmit the restoration parameters to the processor 1130.
The processor 1130 may store the received restoration
parameters in the storage module 1110.

If the device 300 selects the key management server 320
as a trusted device, the processor 1130 may receive the
restoration parameters together with the restoration coordi-
nate information transmitted from the device 300 through
the communication module 1100. Then, the processor 1130
may store the received restoration coordinate information in
the storage module 1110.

Meanwhile, if the user 310 corrupts or loses the user
secret key, the device 300 may make a request for a local key
and the restoration information to the processor 1130 in
order to restore the user secret key. In response to the
requests from the device 300, the processor 1130 transmits
the local key and the restoration information to the device
300 through the communication module 1100. Herein, the
transmitted restoration information may be restoration
parameters. Further, if the key management server 320 is the
trusted device 330, the transmitted restoration information
may include restoration coordinate information.

Further, if the user 310 forgets the password, the device
300 may transmit a request for authentication of the user 310
to the processor 1130 in order to reset a password. In
response to the request from the device 300, the processor
1130 may perform authentication of the user 310. Herein,
the authentication of the user may include authentication
using SMS, e-mail, and ARS previously set in the key
management server 320 by the user 310, authentication
using an OTP (one time password) token, and authentication
through a certified authentication center. The processor 1130
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure may perform authentication of the user 310 by
multiple methods of the above-described authentication
methods.

If the user 310 is authenticated, the processor 1130 may
generate a temporary key for single use. Then, the processor
1130 may transmit the generated temporary key to the user
310 using SMS and e-mail previously set by the user 310
and share the temporary key with the user 310.

Further, the processor 1130 may generate a temporary key
encryption local key on the basis of a temporary key based
on the public key stored in the storage module 1110. To be
specific, the processor 1130 may decrypt the public key
encryption local key and encrypt the public key encryption
local key again using a temporary key and thus generate a
temporary key encryption local key. Furthermore, the pro-
cessor 1130 may transmit the temporary key encryption
local key to the device 300 through the communication
module 1100.
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Then, if a new public key encryption local key generated
by the device 300 is received through the communication
module, the processor 1130 may store the new public key
encryption local key in the storage module 1110.

According to the device 300, the server 320, and the
method for providing encryption and restoration of the user
310’s secret key, the user 310’s secret key is not stored in a
central server such as the key management server 320. Thus,
even if the key management server 320 is hacked, it is
possible to suppress a leakage of the user 310°s secret key.
Further, according to the device 300, the server 320, and the
method for providing encryption and restoration of the user
310’s secret key, if the user 310 loses the secret key, it is
possible to safely restore the secret key on the basis of
restoration information distributed and stored in the trusted
device 330.

According to the device 300, the server 320, and the
method for providing encryption and restoration of the user
310’s secret key, even if the user 310 forgets a password, it
is possible to safely restore the existing secret key. There-
fore, the user 310 does not need to be issued a new secret
key. Furthermore, according to the device 300, the server
320, and the method for providing encryption and restora-
tion of the user 310’s secret key, when the user 310 forgets
the password, the risk of losing the secret key can be
reduced. Therefore, according to the device 300, the server
320, and the method for providing encryption and restora-
tion of the user 310°s secret key, it is possible to conve-
niently reset a password, and even if the user 310 forgets the
password, it is possible to protect the user 310 against a
leakage of important information such as payment informa-
tion, financial information, and personal information.

The exemplary embodiments can be embodied in a stor-
age medium including instruction codes executable by a
computer or processor such as a program module executed
by the computer or processor. A data structure in accordance
with the exemplary embodiments can be stored in the
storage medium executable by the computer or processor. A
computer-readable medium can be any usable medium
which can be accessed by the computer and includes all
volatile/non-volatile and removable/non-removable media.
Further, the computer-readable medium may include all
computer storage and communication media. The computer
storage medium includes all volatile/non-volatile and
removable/non-removable media embodied by a certain
method or technology for storing information such as a
computer-readable instruction code, a data structure, a pro-
gram module or other data. The communication medium
typically includes the computer-readable instruction code,
the data structure, the program module, or other data of a
modulated data signal such as a carrier wave, or other
transmission mechanism, and includes information trans-
mission mediums.

The system and method of the present disclosure has been
explained in relation to a specific embodiment, but its
components or a part or all of its operations can be embodied
by using a computer system having general-purpose hard-
ware architecture.

The above description of the present disclosure is pro-
vided for the purpose of illustration, and it would be
understood by those skilled in the art that various changes
and modifications may be made without changing technical
conception and essential features of the present disclosure.
Thus, it is clear that the above-described embodiments are
illustrative in all aspects and do not limit the present
disclosure. For example, each component described to be of
a single type can be implemented in a distributed manner.
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Likewise, components described to be distributed can be
implemented in a combined manner.

The scope of the present disclosure is defined by the
following claims rather than by the detailed description of
the embodiment. It shall be understood that all modifications
and embodiments conceived from the meaning and scope of
the claims and their equivalents are included in the scope of
the present disclosure.

We claim:

1. A secret key encryption and restoration device, com-
prising:

a communication module;

a memory that stores a secret key encryption and resto-

ration program; and

a processor that executes the program,

wherein when a request for restoration of a secret key is

received from a user, the processor restores the secret
key of which restoration is requested on the basis of
restoration information received from each of a key
management server and one or more trusted devices
according to execution of the program,

the secret key of the user is generated and encrypted by

the processor in response to the request from the user,
and

the restoration information is generated corresponding to

the secret key and then transmitted to each of the key
management server and the one or more trusted devices
through the communication module,

wherein the restoration information includes one or more

restoration coordinate information and parameters gen-
erated on the basis of the secret key, and
the processor transmits the one or more restoration coor-
dinate information to the trusted devices and transmits
the parameters to the key management server,

wherein a number of the trusted devices is equal to or
higher than a minimum number of the one or more
restoration coordinate information,

wherein the parameters include a prime number (p) used

in a restoration coordinate generation process, a num-
ber (n) of coordinates (X, f(x)) for restoration, a number
(k) of the trusted devices, and a coefficient (i) that has
the same value as the secret key in a secret key
restoration polynomial, and the one or more restoration
coordinate information are k number of coordinates (x,
fi(x), m) selected among n number coordinates and
defined by the equation below:

(ol (x0).mo), (XL () my), - -+ (Ko (Ko 1)y,

wherein (m) is a quotient added to each of the coordinates
for restoration, and
fi(x) is derived from the equation f'(x)=f(x)(mod p).
2. The secret key encryption and restoration device of
claim 1,
wherein the processor generates a password when gener-
ating the secret key, and
when the restoration is requested, the processor decrypts
the encrypted secret key on the basis of the generated
password.
3. The secret key encryption and restoration device of
claim 2,
wherein after the secret key is restored, the processor
generates the encrypted secret key on the basis of the
password.
4. The secret key encryption and restoration device of
claim 2,
wherein after the secret key is restored, the processor
generates a local key, and
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the processor generates the encrypted secret key on the
basis of the password and the generated local key.

5. The secret key encryption and restoration device of

claim 2,

wherein when the secret key is generated, the processor
generates a local key and transmit the generated local
key to the key management server, and

when a request for resetting of the password is made, the
processor transmits the resetting request to the key
management server, receives the local key from the key
management server, and decrypts the encrypted secret
key on the basis of the received local key and regen-
erates the encrypted secrete key and the password on
the basis of the decrypted secret key.

6. The secret key encryption and restoration device of

claim 5, further comprising:

an input module,

wherein the processor performs decryption of the
encrypted secret key on the basis of the local key and
a temporary key input by the user through the input
module, and

the temporary key is generated by the key management
server and then transmitted to the user by the key
management server.

7. A secret key encryption and restoration method in a

device, comprising:

receiving, by the device, each restoration information
from a key management server and one or more trusted
devices in response to a request for restoration of a
secret key of a user; and

performing, by the device, restoration of the secret key of
which restoration is requested on the basis of the
received restoration information,

wherein the secret key is generated by the device and then
encrypted, and

the restoration information is generated corresponding to
the secret key and then transmitted to the key manage-
ment server and the one or more trusted devices,

wherein the restoration information includes one or more
restoration coordinate information and parameters gen-
erated on the basis of the secret key,

the one or more restoration coordinate information is
transmitted to the trusted devices and the parameters
are transmitted to the key management server,

wherein a number of the trusted devices is equal to or
higher than a minimum number of the one or more
restoration coordinate information,

wherein the parameters include a prime number (p) used
in a restoration coordinate generation process, a num-
ber (n) of coordinates (x, f(x)) for restoration, a number
(k) of the trusted devices and a coefficient (i) that has
the same value as the secret key in a secret key
restoration polynomial, a quotient (m) added to each of
the coordinates for restoration, and the one or more
restoration coordinate information are k number of
coordinates selected among n number coordinates (X,
f'(x), m) and defined by the equation below:

(RooT (Ro)mo), (X I (X )omy), - o (XKoo T (Ko1)o y),

wherein (m) is a quotient added to each of the coordinates
for restoration, and

f'(x) is derived from the equation f'(x)=f(x)(mod p).

8. The secret key encryption and restoration method of

claim 7, further comprising:

prior to the receiving of each restoration information,

generating, by the device, a password when the device
generates the secret key;
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encrypting, by the device, the secret key on the basis of

the password; and

decrypting, by the device, the encrypted secret key on the

basis of the password.

9. The secret key encryption and restoration method of
claim 8, further comprising:

after the performing of restoration of the secret key,

generating, by the device, the encrypted secret key on the

basis of the restored secret key and the password.

10. The secret key encryption and restoration method of
claim 8, further comprising:

after the performing of restoration of the secret key,

generating, by the device, a local key; and

generating, by the device, the encrypted secret key on the

basis of the password and the generated local key.

11. The secret key encryption and restoration method of
claim 8, further comprising:

after the encrypting of the secret key on the basis of the

password,

transmitting, by the device, a request for resetting of the

password to the key management server when the
resetting request is made;

receiving, by the device, a local key from the key man-

agement server,

decrypting, by the device, the encrypted secret key on the

basis of the received local key; and
regenerating, by the device, the encrypted secret key and
the password on the basis of the decrypted secret key,

wherein the local key is generated by the device when the
secret key is generated, and then transmitted to the key
management server.

12. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
having stored therein a program causing a computer to
execute a secret key encryption and restoration process
comprising:

receiving, by the computer, each restoration information

from a key management server and one or more trusted

20

25
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devices in response to a request for restoration of a
secret key of a user; and performing, by the computer,
restoration of the secret key of which restoration is
requested on the basis of the received restoration infor-
mation,

wherein the secret key is generated by the computer and
then encrypted, and

the restoration information is generated corresponding to
the secret key and then transmitted to the key manage-
ment server and the one or more trusted devices,

wherein the restoration information includes one or more
restoration coordinate information and parameters gen-
erated on the basis of the secret key,

the one or more restoration coordinate information is
transmitted to the trusted devices and the parameters
are transmitted to the key management server,

wherein a number of the trusted devices is equal to or
higher than a minimum number of the one or more
restoration coordinate information,

wherein the parameters include a prime number (p) used
in a restoration coordinate generation process, a num-
ber (n) of coordinates (x, f(x)) for restoration, a number
(k) of the trusted devices and a coefficient (i) that has
the same value as the secret key in a secret key
restoration polynomial, and a quotient (m) added to
each of the coordinates for restoration, and the one or
more restoration coordinate information are k number
of coordinates (x, f'(x), m) selected among n number
coordinates and defined by the equation below:

(®o.T' (Ro)mo), (X I (X p)omy), - o o (Rpem T (Ko1)o M),

wherein (m) is a quotient added to each of the coordinates
for restoration, and
f'(x) is derived from the equation f'(x)=f(x)(mod p).

#* #* #* #* #*
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